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MESSAGE FROM TIM DALY, PRESIDENT 

 
I am honoured and humbled to have been elected President by the Council of the Institute. 

I take over from Helen Noble who resigned in September for professional and personal 

reasons, having concluded that she was no longer in a position to give sufficient time to the 

role to enable her do the job effectively. Helen has made a hugely important contribution to 

the Institute as President, Vice President and during her period as a member of Council. She 

gave willingly of her time and expertise to strengthen the Institute and further its objectives. 

She brought a clarity of purpose, a concern for people and a forensic approach to her work 

on our behalf. I wish her every success in the future and, on your behalf, I thank her for her 

outstanding service to the Institute. 

 

The Institute has been through many challenges and a period of significant change over the 

past decade and, with the benefit of that experience, is now a more effective organisation 

better placed to face the future. The governance of the Institute has been strengthened. Its 

internal control systems have been made more robust. Our finances are in a healthy state. 

Our offices have been modernised and our website, IT and telephone systems upgraded. 

These are the fundamental building blocks on which the future development of the Institute 

depends. 

 

We are now seeing the benefits of those investments of effort and finance. We recently 

learned that we have retained our contract to provide examination agent services on behalf 

of the Health and Safety Authority and I congratulate the head office team and all who 

contributed to that success. Our Skillnet programme was both very successful and 

oversubscribed this year and we have been awarded a substantial increase in funding for 

2019 so than we can further expand our targeted and practical training for the transport, 

logistics 

and supply chain sector. There is strong and growing interest in our enhanced Diploma 

programme. 

 

As is the longstanding custom, I will set out the detailed priorities for my term of office in 

my Presidential address in the near future. However, I will share my initial thoughts with 

you now and give you a broad indication of what I want to achieve. 

 

My background is in Operations, Education and Training both in the private and public 

sector nationally and internationally. I have also served for the past two years as Education 

Officer of the Institute. It will therefore come as no surprise that the development of the 

Institute's education and training services will be one of my top priorities. I want to further 

strengthen the Diploma programme and achieve QQI accreditation for it in the near future. I 

want to significantly expand the Skillnet programme which has already proven itself to be 

both popular and relevant to the needs of our sector. I want to put in place an effective 

continuing professional development (CPD) programme which will help our members meet 

the challenges of an ever-changing industry landscape. I want to strengthen our 

relationships with educational institutions and training bodies to our mutual benefit. 
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Our industry is in a period of great uncertainty and faces huge challenges in the years ahead. 

The outcome of Brexit is still unclear but what is certain is that it will present significant 

challenges for the Irish, UK and EU economies and potentially bring about major changes for 

our industry. The realities of climate change are beginning to emerge and Ireland in 

particular has a major task ahead to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to sustainable 

levels. The transport sector is a substantial generator of greenhouse gas emissions and is 

likely to face difficult changes in the period ahead. Technological change is relentless and 

will doubtless continue to have a major influence on how we do our business. During my 

term of office, I want the Institute to take a leadership role on these issues - training our 

people how to meet these challenges and advocating to Government on behalf of our 

sector. 

 

I want to grow the membership of the Institute, to develop a corporate membership 

offering and to strengthen our relationships with companies working in the sector. We will 

always be stronger working together and speaking with one voice. 

 

We place a great value on the work we undertake on behalf of the State - our role as 

examination agent for the Health and Safety Authority in relation to dangerous goods, as 

examining body on behalf of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for the 

manager's certificate of professional competence and delivering the Skillnet training 

programme for our sector on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills. This work 

ensures a strong and mutually beneficial relationship with the State sector and enables us 

deliver important services relevant to the transport and logistics industry. Crucially this work 

provides an important source of revenue and generates a surplus, without which we would 

be unable to deliver many of our services to members and the sector. 

 

Finally, I want to continue to further strengthen our governance and systems of internal 

control and further improve our long term financial sustainability. A great deal of progress 

has been made in this regard in recent years but we can never afford to rest on our laurels. 

We owe it to our members to ensure that we have robust governance and internal control 

systems and it is also likely that external compliance requirements will continue to grow and 

become even more onerous. 

 

I cannot achieve anything on my own. I will be relying on the work of our talented 

headquarters staff, led by our CEO Mick Curran. I will need the support of Council and its 

Committees and of our regional Sections. I hope that I can also rely on your support and 

encouragement and I ask you to consider how you can help me in some practical way to 

achieve the objectives I have set out for my term of office. 

 

We in the Institute need to have a unity of purpose in the period ahead, as we face major 

challenges for our country and our industry. I will foster debate and encourage constructive 

criticism but we need to do this in a thoughtful way which is respectful of others and whose 

fundamental objective is to make the transport, logistics and supply chain industry better, 

more responsive to the needs of the economy and society and more agile in an ever- 

changing world. We need to avoid divisive and unproductive debate. We only have to look 

across the water to see the damage that division can cause. We also have to realise that for 

the Institute to have a bright future we need to be both outward looking and relevant to our 

industry. nobody owes us a living. 
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Next year the Chartered Institute will celebrate its centenary. It was founded out of the 

ashes of a devastating war which left millions dead, many more physically and mentally 

scarred for life and economies in ruins. One positive thing to emerge from that conflict was 

a recognition of the need to professionalise the management of transport and logistics and 

we are the beneficiaries of those far-sighted people who gathered in London's Savoy Hotel 

on 3 November 1919. Please work with me to fulfil their vision. 

 ______________________ 

Tim Daly FCILT 

President 
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